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why we do it

how we do it

 
Dear Friends,
New York City’s Fashion Institute of 
Technology, a world-renowned school 
for the study of fashion, design, arts and 
business, is a unique NY State University 
campus.  FIT’s student population is 
diverse, multicultural and trendy; the 
campus is large and the city’s pulsing 
ever present culture continually beckons 
young students. In this environment, FIT 
Chabad House is a home away from home, 
a tranquil oasis where a Jewish student 
can relax among friends, build lifelong 
relationships, and feel a part of the greater 
Jewish community. From the first school 
day to the last final exam and beyond, FIT 
Chabad  supports students emotionally 
and spiritually, enabling them to excel both 
academically and personally. FIT Chabad’s 
mission is to touch every Jewish student 
at FIT, inspiring them to carry the torch 
of Jewish identity and continuity with 
pride. By promoting the unique heritage 
of the Jewish people among the students, 
staff and faculty, FIT Chabad instills an 
appreciation for the Jews’ contribution to 
society and an understanding of a person’s 
own role in building a better world.

Currently, FIT Chabad’s programs impact 
hundreds of students in a meaningful and 
exciting way. With your partnership, we will 
enrich our programs and expand our reach 
to achieve our goal of touching  every 
Jewish student at FIT and extend our reach 
to the nearby Parsons School of Design.

Sincerely,

Malka & Rabbi Yakov Werde

love for our fellow Jew 
is our motivation, inspired 
by Chassidic teachings and 
the vision and love of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe 

our dedication
to serve is not a career 
choice – it is a life choice, 
a 24/7 100% commitment

what we do
connect Jewish 
students on campus to 
each other, their heritage, 
and their Jewish future



200 
RELATIONSHIPS

PER YEAR
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1st Chabad 
House on Campus 

(UCLA, 1969)

25 Chabad 
Houses on 
Campuses  

in US & Canada

34 Chabad 
Houses on 

Campuses in US, 
Canada & Israel

200 Chabad Houses 
on Campuses in US, 

Canada, Europe, South 
America & Israel

2009:  
Bat Mitzvah Program
is started for students, staff and 
faculty who never celebrated 
their Bat Mitzvah

2011: 
Chabad begins offering weekly 
Shabbat Dinners on campus

2012: 
Publicity Award

2013: 
Weekly Lunch & Learn
and Weekly “Loaves of Love” 
Challah Baking
are introduced

2014:  Sinai Scholars Program

2008: 
Chabad initiates
Holiday Parties, 
Sukkah and Large 
Menorah on campus

2008: 
Chabad at FIT 
is established 
as an official 
club on 
campus

77 Chabad 
Houses on 

Campuses in 
US, Canada, 

England, South 
America & Israel

briefhistory 

100 
WEEKLY PARTICIPANTS 

50 
ENJOY  

SHABBAT
EACH WEEK

5 
ISRAELINKS

PARTICIPANTS15 
ATTEND A JEWISH 
CLASS EACH WEEK

77,000 
WORLD-WIDE

500
WORLD-WIDE

20,000 
WORLD-WIDE

9,000 
WORLD-WIDE

8,000 
WORLD-WIDE

CHABAD
at FIT



thechallenge

RELATIONSHIPS
LIFE CHOICES

ANTISEMITISM
ADDICTIONS

CONFLICT

LONELINESS
MISSIONARIES

CONFUSION

CAREER
FUTURE?

APATHY

ANTI-ISRAEL
PRESSURE

ASSIMILATION

DISILLUSIONMENT

AMBIGUITY

STRESS

COMPETITION

“The challenge for Jewish students is balancing sensitivity 
towards the individual while still remaining a community.” 
“When [students] get to the huge university environment 
they want to feel part of a community again and that’s where 
fostering a Jewish identity is really important.”
— Rachel Greenspan, Shalom Hartman Institute



The life of today’s college student 
is fraught with challenges that were 
unimaginable even one generation 
ago.

We have to ask ourselves:  
How do we address the issues they 
are facing and connect them to 
their heritage and community in a 
meaningful way?

What can we do to ensure that the 
Jewish students of today receive the 
support and guidance they need to 
develop into the strong and proud 
Jewish leaders of tomorrow?

MISSIONARIES

CONFUSION

APATHY

PRESSURE
ASSIMILATION

AMBIGUITY

STRESS

COMPETITION



theapproach
The Chabad approach tends to the well-being of the whole person:  
physically, intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually.



Chabad at FIT, part of the Chabad 
on Campus International network, has 
a proven track record of success in 
working with students on campus.

Our strategies and programs engage 
and inspire students, encourage them 
to be active in the Jewish community, 
and contribute to a vibrant, healthy 
Jewish identity that ensures Jewish 
continuity. 

12,000 Students at FIT
   1,200 Jewish Students
     200 Reached by Chabad
    1,000 Not yet being reached

         
             LOVE
         WARMTH
  FAMILY 
INSPIRATION
COMMUNITY
SPIRITUALITY
STRENGTH
CLARITY

DIRECTION
FRIENDSHIP

OPTIMISM
WISDOM

JOY



programsandservices

ISRAEL
Chabad at FIT helps students 
develop a pride and love for 
Israel. Through Taglit-Birthright 
Israel trips, the acclaimed 
IsraeLinks trip, and study 
abroad at Mayanot Institute in 
Jerusalem, students explore their 
Jewish homeland and heritage 
first hand.

JUDAISM 101 

University years are a time of 
learning and intellectualism.  
Students, challenged to build 
a framework explaining life, 
encounter many different 
philosophies and ideas.  Jewish 
students must be able to search 
for personal wisdom, meaning 
and relevance in their own Torah 
/ Judaic tradition. Chabad is there 
to show them the way.  Chabad 
hosts both ongoing classes and 
private study sessions. Classes 
cover topics such as Jewish 
Mysticism & Philosophy, Jewish 
Women in History, as well as a 
topical weekly Lunch and Learn 
program.

COUNSELING
At Chabad, being there for the 
students isn’t just a job — it’s a 
way of life. Students in distress 
can come vent their problems 
in a tranquil, nonjudgmental 
environment. Free refreshments 
are always available in Malka’s 
office, located in the Student Life 
Building. One-on-One meetings 
with students range from 
casual discussions to serious 
counseling. Whatever their 
need, students know they have 
a place to turn to at Chabad 
for friendship, perspective and 
advice. 

BAT MITZVAH CLUB
Bat Mitzvah Club provides a goal 
oriented approach to learning 
and experiencing Jewish study 
and practice. It is open to both 
students and faculty. It requires 
a two semester commitment 
in which women explore their 
femininity in the context of both 
Classic and Contemporary Torah 
practise. The program culminates 
with a public ceremony during 
which participants receive a 
certificate attesting to their 
achievements.

CLUB ACTIVITIES
Chabad at FIT encourages 
students to be leaders. At weekly 
meetings students design their 
programs, organize bake sales, 
and plan multi-cultural events. 
In the process, students gain 
leadership skills and learn the 
importance of community.

LOAVES OF LOVE
Students connect with local 
elderly Jews through helping 
them make the Shabbat day 
special.  Students bake fresh 
Challah loaves and distribute 
them with grape juice and 
Shabbat candles to shut-in 
residents in a nearby city housing 
complex. 



“Since beginning FIT in Fall 2011, I found comfort 
in Chabad Jewish Life at FIT. I have been able to 
have kosher shabbat dinners every Friday night, 
parties and events for all of the Jewish holidays, 
and have made many new friends. I can’t imagine 
what my FIT experience would have been without 
Chabad at FIT. ”

— Shira Medoff, Junior

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
Throughout the school year, 
Chabad brings the joy and 
meaning of Jewish traditions to 
the people by making sure that 
there is a fun and accessible way 
for students to celebrate Jewish 
Holidays. Holidays at Chabad 
are an incredible experience 
designed to help students 
celebrate them properly, and 
appreciate their importance and 
relevance. Chabad student and 
staff reach out to raise holiday 
awareness by distributing info 
and holiday kits. Chabad also 
hosts holiday celebrations and 
parties on campus.

GUEST LECTURE SERIES
New York City provides a rich 
Jewish cultural and intellectual 
buffet. 

The Chabad at FIT lecture series 
draws on this rich resource to 
bring renowned lecturers and 
presenters to campus to share 
timely and inspiring messages on 
a kaleidoscope of Jewish topics 
and create must-attend events in 
our community. 

SHABBAT EXPERIENCE
On-campus Shabbat experiences 
and International Shabbatons 
bring tranquility in a chaotic 
world. Students experience the 
peace, enjoy the sumptuous 
meals and enjoy the spirited 
mood of Shabbat on campus 
with fellow students and friends. 
The annual Chabad on Campus 
International Shabbaton in 
Brooklyn provides a chance 
to meet Jewish students from 
around the country, enjoy a 
wonderful program, and take 
in an energized Shabbat with a 
thousand participants.



impactquality&quantity

2013 
200 Students

2015 
350 Students

2017 
500 Students

Chabad at FIT 
Organizational Reach

more students
 +  better access
  + increased programs
   + stronger connections

    = greater impact

Invest in futures. 
Every contribution to Chabad at FIT is an investment  
toward the future of the Jewish people.



financialplan

ANNUAL PROGRAM EXPENSES
Rent $72,000

Utilities 6,000

Shabbat Meals 15,000

Holiday Programs 5,000

Speakers & Special Events 5,000

Salaries & Benefits 80,000

Marketing 5,000

Total Annual Program Expenses $188,000

2014 CAPITAL EXPENSES (REMODELING)
Renovations $20,000

Furniture 10,000

Lighting & Window Treatments 3,000

Signage 2,000

Total Capital Expenses (Remodeling) $35,000

2014 FUNDRAISING GOAL $223,000

2014 FUNDRAISING PLAN: 892 SHARES AT $250 PER SHARE
DONOR TYPE # OF SHARES VALUE # OF DONORS TOTAL

Contributor 1 $250 48 $12,000

Friend 4 $1,000 36 $36,000

Supporter 7 $1,750 26 $45,500

Sponsor 14 $3,500 19 $66,500

Guarantor 20 $5,000 5 $25,000

Benefactor 40 $10,000 2 $20,000

Partner 72 $18,000 1 $18,000

$223,000



“Chabad at FIT has become more than a club for me. It has 
become a group of people who feel like family. We come 
together not only for a weekly dinner, but to learn about our 
faith. Chabad at FIT allows students to learn while having fun 
and making friends.”

— Nina Catalano

“Chabad at FIT was like a safe haven to me as a freshman. Malka 
informed me of FIT’s non-discriminatory policy and encouraged 
me not to be fearful of having to miss class on Yom Tov. When I 
started to dorm, Shabbat on campus really helped me because 
I was able to entirely devote myself to my heavy fashion design 
work load right until candle lighting. As soon as Shabbat started, 
I would just walk over to campus for a warm, family-style Shabbat 
meal, with all the trimmings.”

— Julia Kuturov, Junior

“Chabad at FIT is a warm and welcoming environment that 
regardless of how religious you are, will support and help you 
when and wherever they can. As an Israeli international student, 
the club provided me a comfortable atmosphere reminding me of 
home, which is so important as a support system in school.” 

— Shira Libhaber, Junior 

Chabad Jewish Life at Fashion Institute of Technology
A project of Chabad of Midtown Manhattan 

Malka Werde & Rabbi Yakov Werde, Co-Directors 
347-538-5837 . mwerde@optonline.net

509 5th avenue, 2nd floor, New York, NY 10017

fb.com/Jewish.Life.At.FIT

CHABAD
at FIT


